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Rhetoric Today: From Decadence to Renaissance
(Practices)

Guest Editor: Valery Vyugin

Konstantin A. Bogdanov’s article 
“Drunkenness and Russian Literature: 
Rhetorical Models” is devoted to the 
topic of drunkenness in Russian lite
rature as a sign of its motive and 
biographical tradition. The focus is on 
the connection of this tradition with the 
problematization of rhetoric itself as 
a theory and practice of (self)persuasive 
eloquence. According to the author, in 
relation to the history of Russian culture 
of the 19th — early 20th century, a pecu
liarity of this connection was a kind of 
apology for drunkenness as a literary 
and life choice.

In his article “Between Factory and 
Museum: Rhetoric for the Proletariat” 
Ilya Kalinin studies the genre of “how
to guides” that flourished in the 1920s, 
giving access to the basics of the literary 
craft. The vast majority of such output 
reproduced the traditional functionality 
of rhetoric. Within this stream of guide
lines, however, an anti-rhetoric of a new 
kind can be singled out that appeal 
less to a cultural model and more to the 
production of the praxis of the workers 
themselves and the mechanisms of their 
own professions, which was to form 
the basis of their writing technique. To 
a certain extend, the vicissitudes of this 
cultural revolution can be described as 
the clash of several types of rhetorical 
(and antirhetorical) programs to include 
new producers of culture in the mecha
nisms of its creation.

Olga Davydova and Larissa Mu-
ravieva in their article “The Rhetoric 
of Manipulation: Visual Storytelling in 
Comics by Liv Strömquist” outline the 
boundaries of the concepts of “story
telling”, “narrative” and “monstration,” 
and demonstrate how the redistribution 
of relations between the story and the 
show becomes not so much a narra
tive tool as a rhetorical construction. 
The authors propose to look at story
telling as a mechanism for creating 
semiological doublings and inversions, 
which, in turn, allows us to describe the 
rhetorical mechanisms of storytelling as 
element s of constructing a myth (in the 
understanding of Roland Barthes). The 
comics of the modern Swedish artist Liv 
Strömquist are not the only, but a re
markable example of a rhetorical state
ment that claims to deconstruct a myth 
and the authenticity of a statement 
about reality, but turns out to be what it 
criticizes: a manipulative construct.

Lyubov Bugaeva’s article “Thought 
Experiment as Narrative Strategy: 
Between Logic and Rhetoric” deals with 
mental experiments (“Chinese room”, 

“philosophical zombie”) in literary works 
(novels by V. Pelevin and R. Sawyer). 
The logic of a thought experiment is the 
logic of argumentation and the logic of 
narrative, involving oscillations between 
interpretations (“narrative episodes”). 
Yet unlike conventional narrative progres
sion, which seeks to resolve tensions 
and instabilities, a fiction narrative with 

Summary



438

a thought experiment resists any kind of 
finality. Thus, implemented as a narrative 
strategy, the mental experiment seems 

to balance between philosophical logic, 
narrative logic, and rhetoric.

Creative Writing Studies 
Guest Editors: Olga Nechaeva and Maya Kucherskaya

Olga Nechaeva’s article “Briusov as 
a Teacher: Classical Literature and 
Poetry Class at VLKhI” examines the 
teaching practices at the Briusov Higher 
Institute of Literature and Art (VLKhI), in 
particular teaching of classical literature 
and poetic technique. Briusov’s idea 
that literary craft must be a subject of 
instruction echoes the approach to the 
creation of literature in the ancient world. 
In particular, he relies on the ancient 
Greek concept of technē which can be 
translated as “art” or as “craft.” The 
autho r shows how this and other con
cepts of classical literature influenced 
the practices of teaching creative writing 
at VLKhI.

In his article “Osip Mandelstam as 
a Teacher of Young Authors (From to 
the Memoirs of Contemporaries)” Oleg 
Lekmanov focuses on the teaching 
practices of Osip Mandelstam. Mandel
stam’s methods were radically different 
from those of his own poetic mentors, 
primarily Nikolai Gumilev. Mandelstam 
did not really believe in regular educa
tion, preferring to unobtrusively teach 

literary craft to novice authors by analy
zing their works.

The article “Bolshevik Liberals on Crea
ti ve Writing” by Carol Any surveys libe
ral Bolshevik views of creative writing 
(A. Voronsky, A. Lunacharsky, L. Trotsky) 
in the 1920s, and then discusses the 
continuation of the liberal line in the fol
lowing decade as a minority communist 
view in the journal Literaturniy kritik, and 
finally the relegation of liberal views to 
the nonparty sphere after 1940.

Maya Kucherskaya and Eugenia 
Kelbert in their article “Professor Brod
sky: Poetica Ex Cathedra” examine 
the hitherto unstudied creative tasks 
of Joseph Brodsky, which he offered 
to his American students. Each of the 
tasks is a detailed instruction on how 
to write a poem on a certain topic or/
and in a certain genre. Our analysis of 
the assignments’ structure allows us to 
distil several foundational principles of 
Brodsky’s poetics and demonstrate their 
place within his vision and practice as 
a poet and teacher.

Readings

Andrei Zorin’s second article of the 
cycle “Female Singing, Eros and Violen
ce in the World of Leo Tolstoy. Article 2. 
Flying Over the World” deals with the 
representation of Tolstoy’s perception of 
female singing in his late works as well 

as their evolution in his lived experien ce. 
Tolstoy’s views are analysed in compa
rison with the works of Turgenev and 
Goncharov while his ideas about the 
mission of art and their divergence from 
the mainstream late 19th century views 

Summary
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are illustrated by the story of his conflict 
with the composer N. RimskiiKorsakov.

Aleksandr Zholkovsky’s article “Old 
and New. On the Song ‘Victory Day 
May 9’ by Javid Kurbanov and Semyon 
Slepakov” is devoted to a detailed 
analysis of the song, which combines 
traditional folklore components with 
original, new, foreign ones. In compari
son with traditional epics and ballads, 
modern texts of mass culture and other 
literary sources, the plot, genre, stylistic, 
compositional, lexical and other features 
of the song are studied.

The book of the famous draughtsman 
Granville Another World (1844) opens 

with a prologue in which the Pencil 
declares its emancipation from the Pen; 
he does not want to obey the dictates of 
the word, but wants to dictate to the Pen 
what to write about. However, as shown 
in Vera Milchina’s article “The War of 
the Pencil with the Pen (Word and Image 
in Granville’s Book Another World)”, this 
emancipation was incomplete. Firstly, 
the book uses a huge number of purely 
verbal genres; and secondly, many 
drawings grow directly from the word
play and can only be understood by 
those who understand this game. And 
finally, if Granville’s drawings are original 
and ahead of their time, the text fully 
complies with the canons of traditional 
satirical and moral prose.

Questionnaire 
Russian Literature and Imperialism

Over the past year, the problem of the 
ties between Russian literature and 
impe rialism has acquired painful and 
frightening relevance. In this question

naire Anna Gerasimova, Evgeny 
Dobren ko, and Vladislav Sobolev 
present their views on the topic.

Joseph Brodsky and the Imperial Text  
in Russian Poetry

Eugene Breydo’s paper “Commentary 
on Brodsky’s Poem ‘On the Independen
ce of Ukraine’” shows that this work is 
not a lyrical poem, but a small dramatic 
piece, and therefore, when we read 
it, we hear not the voice of the author 
or the lyrical hero, but many different 
voices: a modern Swede, rethinking the 
lessons of the Poltava battle, a Russia n 
intellectual ironically engaged in the 
same contemplation, and various kinds 
of Russian imperialism supporters. The 

proposed paper can serve as the begin
ning of an academic discussion about 
the imperial component in Russian litera
ture, and more broadly, about the role of 
empire in Russian culture.

The article is followed by a questionnair e 
“Imperial Text in Russian Poetry,” in which 
Elena Fanailova, Valery Shubinsky, 
Mikhail Nemtsev, Sergey Zavialo v, 
Varvara Nedeoglo, and Dmitry 
Kuzmin took part.
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Vladimir Kazakov: Silent and Without Rhyme
Guest Editor: Anatoly Ryasov

This block opens with a previously 
unpub lished dramatic text by Vladimir 
Kazakov, an epilogue to his cycle of 
plays about Don Juan, completed in 
1983. Written five years later, this drama 
is one of the writer’s last texts. It explo
res dramaturgy as a special resource 

of speech, not necessarily tied to the 
need for staging on stage. The followin g 
article s by Igor Lyovshin, Vasilisa 
Šljivar and Danila Davydov outline the 
various contours of his talent and point 
to points of intersection with other lite
rary spaces.
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